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Growing Problems in Kittitas
Marijuana growers deal with issues of
fed’s involvement in water and irrigation
BY KYLE FENTON

Contributing Writer

Kittitas County and the surrounding
area is a premier place for commercial
agriculture, whether you are producing
hay, grapes, apples or marijuana.
Water is one of the many concerns in
the world of legal marijuana. The Kittitas Reclamation District (KRD) supplies
water for approximately two-thirds of
all the irrigated acres in Kittitas County,
around 60,000 acres.
The looming issue is that the KRD is
a branch of the Bureau of Reclamation,
a federal facilitator of the nation’s water.
The agency is leery of talking about marijuana because the federal Drug Enforcement Agency still lists it as a Schedule 1
drug, which means it is illegal federally
and is classiﬁed as being highly addictive
and as having no medical or safe level
of use. Other Schedule 1 drugs include
heroin, LSD, mescaline and the rave drug
MDMA, known as Molly.
Because of the conﬂict between state
and federal laws, KRD is stuck in a gray
area, said Ken Hasbrouck, manager at
KRD. “It is technically not allowed for
marijuana growers to use our water.”
Hasbrouck added that until KRD gets
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a written policy from the bureau, then the
agency could not enforce what people are
doing with the water from KRD’s canals.
“Once they deliver, it becomes the
landowner’s water,” he said.
Mike Graham, proprietor of Natural
Mystic Farms, which hopes to obtain a
marijuana growing license, owns a 10acre plot of land in Kittitas. On this land
he produces hay and is getting his facilities ready to produce marijuana. It would
be very tough for the KRD to regulate
whether Graham was using the KRD
water to feed his hay crop or his marijuana crop.
But there are other issues with KRD
water, Graham said.
“I would be reluctant to use KRD water, considering the algaecides and other
pesticides they treat their canals with,” he
said. “Hand watering and drip-irrigation
systems used for marijuana production
are much more efﬁcient than other commercial agricultural water use, and we
are simply not permitted to use chemical
pesticides that are used without hesitation
in conventional agriculture.”
Doc Hansen, planning ofﬁcial for Kittitas County Community Development
Services, said he’s heard rumors that
marijuana producers would purchase
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water from private dealers and have it
freighted in.
Hansen also hinted that if marijuana
growing were a “proven industry,” then
the KRD could consider supplying it
with water. But with the Liquor Control
Board not having issued any licenses yet,
he said, it isn’t currently a working industry in Kittitas County.
During a tour of Graham’s marijuana
farm, he explained his main concerns
with this future industry.
“Marijuana has gotten a bad rap for
wasteful and irresponsible production,
but with the newly legal and regulated
system, many of the problems with illegal and indoor production can be eliminated,” Graham said. “I believe the consumer will favor sustainable sun-grown
marijuana when the legal system gets going and people learn the environmental
consequences of indoor production.”
The Washington State Liquor Control
Board (WSLCB) has classiﬁed indoorgrown marijuana as an energy-intensive
product by weight, using on the order of
2,000 kilowatts per hour, per pound of
product. In comparison, aluminum requires only about seven kwh per pound.
However, the high unit value of marijuana (approximately $2,000 a pound at
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wholesale prices), compared to aluminum
at just 90 cents a pound, means energy is
a much smaller fraction of product cost.
When the ﬁnal value of the products is
taken into consideration, it takes 8,000
kwh to make $1,000 worth of aluminum,
versus 1,000 kwh for $1,000 of marijuana.
Graham plans to grow his marijuana
in “hoop houses,” or a simple green
house. He said this will be an environmentally and eco-friendly alternative
compared to the indoor growing operations you will see on the rainy west side
of the state.
During the tour of Natural Mystic
Farms, Graham pointed out the hoops
marijuana producers will have to jump
through to get ready for the WSLCB to
do its ﬁnal inspection before issuing licenses.
Some of these hoops are eight-foothigh, sight-obscuring fences surrounding
the grow area (with appropriate buffers),
infra-red cameras covering every square
foot inside the fence along with external
security views, DVR machines capable
of backlogging these cameras for 45 days
and many other issues that regular agricultural businesses do not have to worry
about.
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Editorial policy: The Observer is a public forum for student expression, in which

student editors make policy and content decisions. The mission of the Observer is two-fold:
to serve Central Washington University as a newspaper and to provide training for students
who are seeking a career in journalism. The Observer seeks to provide complete, accurate,
dependable information to the campus and community; to provide a public forum for the
free debate of issues, ideas and problems facing the community at large, and to be the
best source for information, education and entertainment news. As a training program, the
Observer is the practical application of the theories and principles of journalism. It teaches
students to analyze and communicate information that is vital to the decision making of the
community at large. It provides a forum for students to learn the ethics, values, and skills
needed to succeed in their chosen career. If you have questions call (509) 963-1073 or e-mail
us at cwuobserver@gmail.com
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BY RILEY ELLIOTT

Staff Reporter

Yosef Gamble,
23, is a computer
science major who
currently serves on
the Student Technology Fee Council
(STFC).
Gamble’s main focus if elected as BOD
President will be to improve the ways the
BOD communicates with students, speciﬁcally through social media. The priorities he wants to address next year are the
rising tuition costs, updating tech service
models, student fee hikes, and trying to
avoid losing the ROTC program.
Gamble’s goal is to work with studentled committees to guarantee every party
around campus has a voice, which he has
tried to do with his work on the STFC.
“I worked on several solutions that cut
wasteful spending in the computer labs,”
Gamble said. “I will work towards introducing cost-saving measures, starting day
one.”

BY A ARON
KUNKLER

Staff Reporter

Kathryn O’Neal
is one of the candidates
running
for the position of
BOD
President.
She brings with her
experience as President of Grifﬁth College while she studied abroad. Additionally, she has been the head of the neuroscience and surgery clubs as well as being
involved in various committees such as
Service and Activities.
Some areas which O’Neal wants to focus on are improving the graduation rate
at Central, advancing transparency within
the administration, and improving upon,
and securing programs such as ROTC.
She says that she also would also like to
help make the campus greener.
O’Neal is a Bio-Chem and Political
Science double major, and is also pursuing double minors in math-physics and
biology.

Executive Vice President
BY A ARON
KUNKLER

Staff Reporter

Nick Shuey is
a Economics and
Finance
major
hailing from Sammamish,
Washington where he
graduated from Eastlake High School.
Shuey feels that his knowledge and experience in economics will translate well
into the role of Executive Vice President.
If elected, he plans on bringing new
ideas on budget management, and setting
up systems similar to those experienced
in his private-sector work with Russell Investments.
Shuey also plans to set up benchmarks
to better analyze the ASCWU-BOD ﬁnancial performance.
“My background in economics and
ﬁnancing offers greater insight into the
position,” Shuey said.

BY RILEY ELLIOTT

Staff Reporter

JD Charest, 21,
has been a resident
assistant for the
past two years and
is currently in the
ROTC program.
Charest wants
to be seen as someone who can be approached to solve students’ problems and
work to ﬁnd solutions for all viewpoints
and lifestyles around campus.
Charest is a law and justice major and
a double minor in cyber security and military science.
Charest currently sits on the service
and activities fee committee; this has allowed him to gain an understanding of
the university’s budget.
“If elected, my ﬁrst order of business
is to create a proposal for the service and
activities fee for this year and years to
come,” Charest said.

VP Student Life/Facilities
BY RILEY ELLIOTT

Staff Reporter

Robert Lane,
21, is an accounting major and
economics
minor who believes
he can be an accountable student
leader who is ﬁscally responsible for student’s needs.
“My top priorities include making the
recreation board more efﬁcient, advertising events through social media platforms, and improving the look of Central
overall,” Lane said.
Lane, a former Services and Activities Board Member also wants to expand
into the community and reach out to the
downtown business.
“I want students to know they can
come to me about their concerns,” Lane
said. “Students have the power to control

BY A ARON
KUNKLER

Staff Reporter

Scott Kazmi is
a third year Public
Relations
major
hailing from Cottage Grove, Oregon. He believes
that his experience in ofﬁce this last year
will best serve students next year as well.
“My main thing is consistency,” Kazmi
said. “This job needs someone who understands the ofﬁce.”
Kazmi was instrumental in creating
the Fresh Air Initiative, as well as various
issues dealing with the mascot which he
feels could be run better.
He says that he ﬁrst ran for ofﬁce because he wanted to become more involved
with campus life and functions, and running for ofﬁce seemed like the best way to
accomplish that goal.

News Editor

This year’s candidate turnout for the
BOD elections was about average, according to Myles Glover, Elections Coordinator.
“This year, the candidates have done
a lot of their own campaigning,” Glover
said.
Glover said there are frequently several
candidates for the BOD positions who
wind up dropping out of the race early,
because either something comes up, or
they do not meet the criteria. This year,

there was only one primary race, to determine the last two presidential candidates;
only three ofﬁces have more than one candidate running.
“My job as elections coordinator is to
increase votes and voter turnout, to increase awareness and engagement,” Glover said.
The BOD elections have suffered from
low turnout in the past, with less than 10
percent of the student population voting.
Glover has reached out to sponsors such as
Pizza Colin and The Burg to help increase
voter turnout and awareness.

Unopposed Candidates and Positions:
•

Vice President for Clubs and Organizations
Philip Rush

•

Vice President for Equity and Community Affairs
Spencer Biallas

•

Vice President for Academic Affairs
Jennifer Treadway

•

Vice President for Legislative Affairs
Cassie DuBore

GPA minimum raised for officers
dent leaders, so people don’t abuse their
duties,” Lane said. “There needs to be
Staff Reporter
structure, just like anything else.”
The Associated Student Board of DiIn worst-case scenarios, the ASCWU
rectors (ASCWU-BOD) has decided to Student Government furthermore have
raise the grade point average (GPA) re- the power to vote unanimously to remove
quirement for current ofﬁcers and future an ofﬁcer if they are not upholding their
candidates running for the 2014 BOD duties. This contingency is stated in secelections.
tion 5:1.1 E of the ASCWU BOD’s byIn the past, student government mem- laws.
bers were held to uphold a minimum of a
Yosef Gamble, presidential candi2.0 GPA. Over the last year, the BOD has date for the BOD, says the other possible
made several changes to the Constitution change he would make in the by-laws is to
and by-laws for the 2013-2014 term.
increase the communication between the
The cumulative GPA now must remain Executive VP and Student Life Commuabove a 2.5, or ofﬁcers will be placed on nities.
academic probation for two consecutive
“Speciﬁcally regarding what students
quarters.
want, hosting events on campus and what
Central’s BOD not only represent their students are paying for within their tufellow students and try to make a positive ition,” Gamble said.
difference on campus and in the commuIt is important to change the constinity, they are also active students ﬁrst and tution and by-laws based on the current
foremost.
environment, and
Bryan
Elliott,
make adjustments
president of the
based on what is
Our positions are a bal- working and not
BOD, believes the
increased GPA reJD Chaancing act between going to working.
quirement was a
rest, executive vice
class, being student leaders president candidate
smart move by the
board and will cerand performing our duties said adapting to
tainly beneﬁt ofﬁthe current student
around campus and the com- environment is excers in the long run.
“BOD ofﬁcers
tremely important
munity.
need to hold their
and we need to re-Bryan Elliott
selves accountable
ﬂect these changes
ASCWU-BOD President
in and out of the
within our docuclassroom,” Elliott
ments.
said. “Our posi“As I’m an actions are a balancing act between going to counting major, I deﬁnitely have had my
class, being student leaders and perform- set of struggles, but you have to perservere
ing our duties around campus and the through the hard times, and believe a 2.5
community.”
GPA is absolutely necessary within student
Council members can not only be re- leaders,” Lane said. “As I currently have a
moved if their cumulative GPA falls below 3.3, I can show students, you can be a full
a 2.5 GPA, they can be terminated if they time student, work, and still have a social
violate the constitution or by-laws of the life.”
Jacob Wittman, executive vice presiASCWU Student Government or its subdent of the BOD, said he feels college is
ordinate constitutions in any form.
Robert Lane, vice president for stu- not just about getting a 4.0, it’s about apdent life and faculties candidate, said the plying what you learn in the classroom to
by-laws and the constitution are necessary the real world and showing your profesbecause they are the connecting factor sors you care about your future.
between the BOD and Central’s students
and facility.
GPA
“It is important to have rules for stu- CONTINUED ON P.6
BY RILEY ELLIOTT

“

“

Presidential Candidates

BY PATIENCE COLLIER
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Fire station bond passes referendum
Staff Reporter

“

The impact for students will be a more effective and more efficient
[fire] department.

lensburg School Board, determined the process but didn’t receive much feedback
cost and location for Morgan Middle from students at Central.
School before the bond was presented to
The Center for Leadership and Comthe community.
munity Engagement (CLCE) educates
Pappas said that he would not choose Central students on the importance of
between a replacement for Morgan Mid- being civically engaged, no matter where
dle School or KVFR, because they are they are registered to vote.
equally important things for the commuRachel Mahnke, sophomore business
nity to support. Pappas speciﬁed that he major and program leader for the CLCE,
is not involved in the Middle School First said that students should vote on all issues,
group.
not just local elections such as the special
“The education of kids is a top priority, election for the ﬁre station bond.
no doubt,” Pappas said. “I also don’t want
Personally, Sinclair said, he doesn’t exmy house to burn down because I don’t pect Central students to be “renaissance
have an up-to-date
people” and be
ﬁre station.”
involved in every
Pappas stressed
community effort
that students at
while trying to exCentral should be
cel in school, but if
involved in commuthere is a need, stunity initiatives and
dents should speak
be active, educated
up.
voters.
“If we’re not
“When
the
meeting
their
-John Sinclair
[Morgan Middle]
needs,
they
need
to
Kittitas Valley Fire and Rescue Chief
school bond is oflet us know,” Sinﬁcially established
clair said. “But if
and the vote comes
we’re meeting their
around, I would hope that university stu- needs, and they don’t want to be involved
dents who can vote in the community in the day to day activities of the commuwould support it,” said Pappas.
nity, I get that.”
Sinclair, a graduate of Central’s paraMahnke said that it is important to
medic program, said that KVFR reached vote based on the facts and to do research,
out to the entire community for feedback rather than to vote on what is popular or
regarding the bond. Sinclair said they on the opinions and rumors of other stuhave been transparent throughout the dents.

“

If we’re not meeting their needs, [students]
need to let us know.

“

square miles that they are responsible for,
said Sinclair. It will also have more room
for equipment and training, while still proThe Kittitas Valley Fire and Rescue viding access and coverage to the city of
(KVFR) bond to build a new ﬁre station Ellensburg, as well as the Central commupassed by popular vote.
nity locally.
The thank you signs that have gone
The bond will not impact students very
up around campus
much ﬁnancially.
are from the KittiTwenty cents per
tas Valley Fire and
thousand
equals
Rescue. KVFR will
$60 of tax per year
be building a new
for a $300,000
ﬁre station using
home, Sinclair said.
funding from the
This cost, if passed
ﬁre station bond
on from landlords
that was passed in
to students, should
a special election
not be more than
-John Sinclair
last Tuesday, after
a couple of dollars
a long campaign
per month.
Kittitas Valley Fire and Rescue Chief
by KVFR and Fire
“The
impact
Chief John Sinclair.
for students will be
“The citizens in an overwhelming vote a more effective and more efﬁcient [ﬁre]
approved the $6.7 million general obliga- department,” Sinclair said.
tion bond measure,” Sinclair said. “They
The ﬁre station bond was opposed
voted to tax themselves up to 20 cents per by Middle School First, a group of local
thousand so that we could build a new ﬁre citizens who, independently of the Ellensstation.”
burg School Board, were opposed to the
The ﬁre station bond proposal started ﬁre station bond, who have stated that the
at $12 million. After negotiation, Sinclair ﬁrst priority for bonds should continue to
said, the community accepted $6.7 mil- be replacing Morgan Middle School.
lion to build a bare bones ﬁre station off
James Pappas, professor of advanced
of Mountain View Avenue that will cover programs at Central, is a former member
21,500 square feet and will continue to of the strategic facilities planning commitserve the community for 100 more years.
tee for the Morgan Middle School bond,
The new location on Mountain View which was voted down in 2013.
will help KVFR respond better to the 278
The committee, appointed by the El-

BY KELSIE MILLER

“
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Beautiful and Bound: CWU students
explore the history of foot-binding
BY OBSERVER STAFF

Four Central students will be presenting their research on the ancient practice
of foot-binding at the Symposium on University Research and Creative Expression
(SOURCE) on May 15.
Chong Ahn, assistant professor of history, was the faculty mentor for the students’ project.
“By showing these various stories, we
are going to argue that ... the representation of the practice as something oppressive to women’s bodies is a later western,
colonial possession of that history,” Ahn
said.
According to Elizabeth Glasman, one
of the presenting students, foot-binding
was a practice in which silk wraps were
bound around the feet of women so tightly that the bones would break to create a
smaller, more beautiful foot. The ideal foot
was bound to be an exact three inches, this
being called the golden lotus.
“Foot-binding was a social practice, it
is closely connected to family backgrounds
and marriage process, whose feet were
bound,” Glasman said.
Foot-binding was seen as a mark of
sexuality; a bound foot was deemed to be
a very sexual object, according to Crystal
MacDonald, one of the presenting students.
“It has been said that foot-binding in
Chinese culture could be seen as women
empowerment,” MacDonald said. “Without bound feet they would only be servants

and considered nothing.”
Not only was foot-binding considered
an important sexual symbol, it was also a
pre-requisite for marriage.
“Foot-binding became taboo, exotic
and even erotic,” Graham said.
For the Chinese, foot-binding had become the boldest form of beauty; with no
known origin and no known time period.
Scholars in the 12th century did not even
know when foot-binding had begun.
“It’s about women empowering women, by producing proper draughts for their
family,” Ahn said.
Men would judge women on how
beautiful their feet were. Faces didn’t matter to them; the faces could be ugly, as long
as they had a beautifully bound foot, Graham said.
According to the ﬁrst presentation, earlier in the year, having bound feet was a
form of femininity. The process was considered beautiful, and was done to daughters out of love.
The process of binding feet has been
going on for many centuries; the last factory that produced shoes for bound feet
was closed in 1999, MacDonald said.
“If they took their wrappings off, it became very personal. The silk bandages became a part of who they were,” Glasman
said.
Now there are very few, if any women
who have bound feet. The older generations are now gone, marking the end of
one of the longest forms of beauty, footbinding.
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Central prof presents research
at international conference
BY PATIENCE COLLIER

News Editor

Lacy Ferrell, assistant professor of history, has been researching the educational
migrations of children in Africa.
Ferrell spent last week at the European
Social Sciences and History Conference,
held in Vienna, Austria. Her panel there
was part of an ongoing project on children
migrations in Africa, which will end with a
book containing presentations from scholars from North America and Europe on
the migrations.
“This is very exciting, because it’s a
very new area of scholarship, to take children seriously as historical actors,” Ferrell
said. “They’re too often brushed aside,
just as women were, like they don’t really
do anything, they don’t matter.”
Ferrell stressed the importance of conferences for networking in the professional
academic ﬁeld.
“It’s not just learning from people, it’s
friendships and professional connections,
that give you more opportunities,” Ferrell
said.
Central has a number of ways for students to attend conferences around the region, as well as ways to study abroad and
meet others in their ﬁeld, Ferrell said.
“There’s the Phi Alpha Theta conference each year, and so students get to see
what it’s like,” Ferrell said. “You get to
have students and professors comment on
your work, and that engagement is the fun
part of writing papers.”

Ferrell will be teaching a course on
childhood and youth in a global context this summer, which will explore the
themes of childhood from the perspective
of children who have been through these
educational migrations.
“One of the challenges of studying
children is that they leave so few records
of what they thought, or how they felt,”
Ferrell said. “So a source that I love to
use are their own drawings, as a way of
looking at how they see the world. In the
course, one of the things we’re going to
do is look at these drawings, and see what
they can tell us.”
Ferrell’s research has focused on educational migrations, and the unique experience of children from the northern
territories of Ghana. The region has very
few schools, meaning students must travel
great distances to get an education.
“One of the things we’ll look at in that
course is kids in school, and how that began in Africa, because Western schools
were new in the 20th century,” Ferrell said.
The course will also cover school, play
and leisure, child labor and the cultural
construct of childhood in 21st century
America as opposed to other cultures and
time periods.
“This term I’m doing gender and sexuality, and I’m just having a ball,” Ferrell
said.
The course covers deﬁnitions of masculinity, different narratives of sexuality,
women’s reproductive health, and the different ways relationships are expressed.

NEWS
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Tinker comes to Central

Mary Beth Tinker, of the historic Tinker
v. Des Moines case, will speak at CWU
BY KRISTI YOUNG

Staff Reporter

In 1965, a teenage Mary Beth Tinker
made a stand for her First Amendment
right to free speech by wearing a simple
black armband. She was 13 years old.
Tinker, her older brother, and a group
of students came together in silent protest of the Vietnam War by wearing black
armbands on their arms. According to
Tinker, the images shown about the war
going on in Vietnam were terrible: children running from burning huts and fallen
soldiers. Boys from Tinker’s neighborhood
were being drafted to join the war effort.
“We thought we were doing a small
thing,” Tinker said. “We were upset about
the war.”
Tinker described her young self as shy
and nervous, but she decided to join in
the student protest despite her shy nature.
Shortly after the protest began, the school
principals made a rule against students
wearing the arm bands.
“I was called to the ofﬁce and told to
take of the armband. I took off the armband and then I got suspended anyway,”
Tinker said.
Her brother, John Tinker, and six other
children were also suspended. The students tried to change the minds of the
school district, but failed. After they at-

Central

tempted to appeal the decision, and lost at
the appeals level, an American Civil Liberty Union lawyer named Dan Johnson
took up their cause.
In 1969, the case ended up in the Supreme Court, where a 7-2 decision called
the school’s action unconstitutional. Tinker’s victory paved the way for student
rights in an educational institution. Today,
Tinker is happy to have made a difference
for students.
“If there’s something about this case
that inspires kids to stand up for something they care about, then that makes me
happy. It’s important for kids to know that
the First Amendment is for them too,”
Tinker said. “To keep them alive, we have
to use them. We have to use our rights to
keep our rights.”
Tinker, a pediatric nurse, left her hospital last September to embark on the Tinker Tour, a tour that emphasizes action
through the rights given by the constitution, especially the First Amendment. Tinker is particularly interested in students using their voices to make changes in their
communities and schools.
“So often, students are cut out of making decisions in their schools and communities,” Tinker said. “Young people all
through history have taken our democracy forward, and our world forward, and
made a difference.”

Washington

GPA minimum raised for officers
CONTINUED FROM P.3

is essential, especially in leaders.
“I write everything down and when I
say I’m going to do something, I do,” ChaLike many other BOD ofﬁcers, Witrest said. “It’s all about your priorities; coltman’s grades have improved since he
lege is deﬁnitely a balancing act.”
joined Central’s student government in
Being full-time students takes a combi2012.
nation of skills: organization, time man“Hey, if I can do it, I know future canagement, prioritization, concentration
didates and students can too,” Wittman
and motivation.
said.
“I think acaThe
requiredemic success is
ment will increase
important. It helps
ofﬁcers’
chances
us graduate on
of staying on track
time, shows a sense
towards graduating
of work ethic, and
on time.
is an inspiration
Gamble said he
to others as well,”
also believes the
Charest said.
BOD by-laws are
Scott
Kazmi,
necessary.
vice president of
“I think they
student life and
keep the student
facilities, said his
-Joseph Charest
government conjob is a secondary
Candidate for BOD Executive Vice President
sistent and up-topriority; his studies
date,” Gamble said.
come ﬁrst.
“Also, they allow
“If you’re strugstudents to challenge anything the BOD gling at all, your instructors and professors
has done, if it’s not in their interest. They will help you; you just have to ﬁnd and ask
make sure the BOD is accountable.”
them,” Kazmi said. “If you are open and
Elliott agreed that although keeping honest with your instructors, they will ungrades up can be difﬁcult, it is not an im- derstand and maybe cut you a break.”
possible task.
Candidates and current BOD ofﬁcers
“Being in good academic standing can do agree that holding student leaders to
be a lot of work at times,” Elliott said. high academic standards is a reasonable
“I think people can sometimes have bad goal to maintain.
quarters. However, maintaining a 2.5
“By-Laws hold everyone in student ofoverall is deﬁnitely achievable.”
ﬁce responsible. However, I want the stuJD Charest, candidate for executive dent body to know everyone’s academic
vice president of BOD, said organization success matters,” Lane said.

“

I think academic success is important. It helps
us graduate on time,
shows a sense of work
ethic, and is an inspiration to others as well.
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Register:
May 5–June 25
Hundreds of courses offered online
and in person across Washington state.
Talk with an advisor or a representative in
your program for course offerings and
more information.

CWU is an AA/EEO/Title IX Institution.
For accommodation e-mail: DS@cwu.edu

Six-week session:
June 23–August 1
Nine-week session: June 23–August 22

DESIGN
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Warm weather,
warm thoughts:

A how to guide for traveling during your
summer break
BY Mariah ROcker

Copy Editor

Summer break is
right around the corner, causing students
and faculty alike to
buzz with excitement
for their summer plans.
For many people,
summer break means
escaping from the constraints of college and
enjoying the warm
weather. The lucky ones take the entire
break off, not having to worry about work,
school, or anything other than the quality
of their tan. For others, summer quarter
brings the stress of completing classes in
a much shorter time frame, or obtaining a
job to pay certain expenses.
Either way, a large number of people
take this opportunity to travel. If you’re
planning on traveling out of the country
for the first time, then you’ve come to the
right place.
I’m here to give you some quick tips on
how to get started, and a comprehensive
breakdown on the one thing you absolutely must have in order to get out of the
country—a passport.
To begin, you need to figure out where
your adventure will begin. Will you simply
drive across the border, or fly across the
seas? Visit someone you know, or go someplace entirely unknown to you before?
When starting from scratch, the world is
literally at your fingertips—so where will
you go?
If answering that question seems hard,
then I suggest asking around. You’d be
surprised how many professors could give
you a quick solution, basing their suggestions on their own travels.
Gathering firsthand information from
people you know will give you a real idea
of what’s in store, instead of expecting
what is dictated in the media. Wouldn’t
you rather be prepared for what’s to come?
Once you’ve found your ideal destination, the next step is planning what you’ll
do. Budgeting, as monotonous and annoying as it is, is required. You don’t want to
run out of money while in another country.
But remember; don’t take everything at
face value. Websites and apps, like Kayak,
are a useful resource to find cheap airfare
and lodging. You can also use the hotels
that some countries boast—most are
cheap and surprisingly nice.

Dear Readers,

All the nitty-gritty details of exactly
what you’re budgeting, who you’re going
with, where you’re going to and how to
pack are up to you. I haven’t quite gotten
to that part myself. But, as promised in the
beginning, I have one nugget of knowledge to share: how to get a passport.
Getting a passport can be a difficult
process, especially if you go into it blind.
You can apply for a passport at a few locations, most notably the post office and
courthouse.
The post office requires that you make
an appointment to apply, and they take
photos for you on-site.
The courthouse, however, runs on a
first-come-first-served basis. They also
take pictures on-site, but only if they have
the film (an issue that I ran into, myself.)
If you want to be proactive and have
the pictures prior to applying, you can
take them at many different places around
town. I personally went to Fred Meyer, but
you can go wherever you feel comfortable.
Along with a passport photo, you will
need $25 (paid in cash or check) for the
fees associated with applying, and $110
(paid in check or money order) to pay for
the passport. These costs are considered
different and are paid to different places,
so make sure to have two different forms
of payment.
Sounds easy enough so far, right? All
that you need after this is a certified birth
certificate (hey, there’s a reason to call
home!) along with another form of identification (I used my driver’s license).
The last step to applying is to fill out
the application. This part is pretty self-explanatory, and you can pick one up prior
to applying, at the time of the application,
or you can even find it online and print
it off at home. There’s only one thing to
remember about the application: only use
BLACK ink.
If you can manage to have the correct photos, as well as all of the required
materials (recap: birth certificate, money,
second form of identification, and a correctly filled out application), acquiring a
passport is easy.
We all know that there is a lot more to
traveling abroad than I covered, but part
of the fun is finding things out on your
own!
So I’ll leave you with one more tip: if
you’re worried about the dangers of being
in another country and far-removed from
all that you know, download the Kitestring
app. Trust me, it’s good for peace of mind.

The Observer welcomes brief letters of 300 words or less
from readers on current issues. Please include your full
name and university affiliation: year and major, degree
and year graduated, or staff position and department.
To be printed in the following week’s issue, please e-mail
your letters to cwuobserveropinion@gmail.com by 5 p.m.
Sunday. The Observer reserves the right to reject or edit
for style and length. All letters become property of The
Observer. Anonymous letters will not be considered.

Upcoming movies
By Camille Borodey

Orientation Editor

The Amazing Spiderman 2 (May
2nd) Peter Parker
is flying back into
theaters, and he’s
fighting a whole new
group of ruthless
villains including
Electro (played by
Oscar winner Jamie
Foxx). Was a reboot
of the Spiderman franchise necessary?
Probably not, but Andrew Garfield
brings a different spin to everyone’s favorite web-slinging superhero. Plus, the
amazing organic chemistry that Garfield
has with Emma Stone, who plays Peter’s
girlfriend Gwen Stacey, makes viewers
forget about the whiny and flat relationship between the Peter Parker and Mary
Jane Watson from the original films.
Godzilla (May 16) What would
the summer movie season be without
at least a dozen reboots? After watching
the trailer, “Godzilla” looks like another
disaster movie in which the city is completely destroyed, the only difference being the disaster comes in the form of the
a giant scaly monster. Although this may
be a film I’ll skip in theatres, the impressive cast includes Aaron Johnson and
Elizabeth Olson (young sister of Mary
Kate and Ashley). Johnson is known
as the titled character in the “Kickass”
movies and Olson broke out in film with
her impressive performance in 2011 indie flick “Martha Marcy May Marlene.”
These are two actors I’m happy to be see
get more deserved lead roles.
X-Men: Days of Futures Past
(May 23) I am not much of a fan of
constant rebooting of ideas in Hollywood, but X-Men looks like it could be
epic mostly due to the cast. The film takes
place in two different time lines, and the
characters in the original film series need
to join with their younger selves in order to protect the future. I’m not saying
that I prefer the new X-men franchise
to the 2000 version, but I did re-watch
the franchise a couple months ago, and
it just felt so outdated. Mystique (who
was portrayed by Rebecca Romijn in the

first franchise and Jennifer Lawrence in
the new version) did not get much fair
depth in the original X-men films, which
was shame since superhero movies often
lack a badass female villain. I was glad
the newer films chose to give her more
to do other than just slink around while
obeying the commands of Magneto.
Maleficent (May 30) I do complain
that Disney tends to reboot their old
characters, but after watching the trailer
for “Maleficent,” I cannot deny that Angelina Jolie looks badass in her evil queen
getup. Maleficent is a live action retelling
of the story of “Sleeping Beauty” told
from the perspective of the evil queen
and the event that lead up to her placing a curse on Princess Aurora (Elle Fanning). This movie may be the directorial
debut for Robert Stromberg, but he has
won two Oscars in the past for his art
direction in “Alice in Wonderland” and
“Avatar.” So even if the movie does not
live up to expectation, at least we can be
guaranteed some awesome visual affects.
The Fault in Our Stars (June 6)
Based off of the best selling book by
John Green, “The Fault in Our Stars”
tells the story of Hazel Lancaster (Shaliene Woodley), a 16-year-old cancer
patient who catches the eye of Augustus
Waters (Ansel Elgort). The two make an
interesting couple for Hazel has to carry
around an oxygen tank, and Augustus,
who is in remission from osteosarcoma,
has a fake leg. After seeing Woodley in
The “Descendants” and “The Spectacular Now,” I’ll watch anything with her.
Since Green was heavily involved in the
production of the movie, I’m hoping this
tale of two teens in love will not end up
being translated into a soapy Nicholas
Sparks love story.
Jersey Boys (June 20) Directed by
Clint Eastwood, “Jersey Boys” is based
off the Tony award winning musical
based off the rise of the 1960s quartet The Four Seasons. When a musical
is translated onto the big screen, much
too often a big Hollywood star gets cast
in the lead instead of someone who is
vocally credible. Luckily, John Lloyd
Young, who played Frankie Valli in the
Broadway version, is also playing Valli
in the movie. The film also stars Christopher Walken as a mob boss connected to
The Four Seasons.

Attention
The Observer is looking for weekly columnists
to contribute to our opinion section. If you are
passionate and knowledgable about your major, email
cwuobserveropinion@gmail.com for more information.
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No Rings,
No problems
BY Chance Weeks -Williams

Staff Reporter

Associated Press

Solidarity LA Clippers turned their warm up jerseys inside out before their game against the Golden State Warriors on Sunday

LA Clippers owner gets clipped
With the NBA Playoffs underway, there
have been countless
upsets, and I’m not
talking about busted
brackets.
This past weekend,
it was confirmed that
the L.A. Clippers’
owner, Donald Sterling, shamed the Clippers organization and made himself out to
be a huge imbecile to the general public.
Sterling’s racist remarks, released by his
girlfriend Stiviano, have not only put him
in a sticky situation with the NBA organization, but have also put him in the direct
line of fire from the general public, basketball enthusiasts and NBA athletes.
Sterling’s racist statements originated
from social media (go figure right?) because his girlfriend posted a picture of
herself and Magic Johnson at a Clippers
game on Instagram.
Then, to make matters worse, after he
incriminated her for posting pictures of
herself with Johnson, Sterling continued
to dig himself into an even deeper hole by
telling her he did not want her to bring
black people to Clippers games.
Wait…WHAT? I know it’s ridiculous
right? It’s the racism towards Richard
Sherman debacle all over again!

dan who responded in the most respective
ways they could with the best interest of
the NBA organization in mind.
“As an owner, I’m obviously disgusted
that a fellow team owner could hold such
sickening and offensive views,” Jordan
said, according to an ESPN news services
article published April 28. “I’m confident
that Adam Silver will make a full investigation and take appropriate action quickly.
As a former player, I’m completely outraged.”
Jordan, an African American who is
majority owner for the Charlotte Bobcats,
was not the only person to speak out on
the matter.
Magic Johnson not only addressed the
rumors regarding him buying the Clippers (two guesses as to whether or not he’s
actually even considering it), but he also
Tweeted, “@cjbycookie and I will never
go to a Clippers game again as long as
Donald Sterling is the owner.” on April
26.
Players going out of their way to make
statements referring to the NBA not having room for people as disgraceful as Sterling, fans and players sympathizing for the
players on the Clippers roster are just the
surface reactions to this scandal.
Which, food for thought, the Clippers
roster is made up of predominantly African American male athletes. Did anyone
notice that 12 of the 14 players that make
up the Clippers’ roster are African American?

Athletes for Action

NBA Reaction

Can we just pause for cause and recognize that not only did Sterling discriminate
against African Americans BUT he used
Magic Johnson as a primary example of
his lashing out?
Magic Johnson is one of the more successful African American athletes of our
generation and will probably be recognized in the future right up there with ‘His
Airness’ Michael Jordan. Athletes such as
Johnson and Jordan will one day be referred to as we refer to the athletic greats
such as Jackie Robinson, Muhammad Ali
and even Willie O’ree (if you don’t know
who that is you should Google him, he’s
worth a Google).
When Sterling’s derogatory statements
became public, he instantly fell under criticism from EVERYBODY but none more
so than Magic Johnson and Michael Jor-

Not only has this incident directly affected the Clippers fans and players, but
it has influenced other teams as well, the
Miami Heat being one of them.
When the Clippers took the court
against the Golden State Warriors in game
four of the first round playoff series, they
staged a silent protest against their vicious
and incriminating owner.
While it was feared that the Clippers
players were heavily considering boycotting Game four on Sunday, the Clippers
decided to react to Sterling’s statement
by turning their shooter shirts inside out
to hide the L.A. Clippers logo, distancing
themselves from the derogatory affiliation.
This protest spread throughout the
NBA and, soon after the initial incident,
the silent protest made its way to Lebron
James and the Miami Heat as they took

BY Mia Patterson

Copy Desk Chief

the court with their warm ups on inside
out as well, in their game four against the
Charlotte Bobcats.
The inside out warm up gear and the
black socks are representative of the players not agreeing with the Clippers’ owner.
The support of the NBA has been miraculous, as the Miami Heat, Houston Rockets and the Portland Trailblazers have all
taken a stance in coming together to fight
this racist evil that seems to be developing
within some of the more successful citizens of America.
The inside out warm ups accompanied
with the black socks and black sweatbands
have slowly swept through the NBA organization as athletes have banned together
to insure that NBA commissioner Adam
Silver take the necessary steps to reassure
the public and the players that the NBA
will not stand for such actions within their
organization.
As a direct result, Silver announced that
Donald Sterling is to be banned from the
NBA for life and is to pay the maximum
fine of $2.5 million as a direct penalty.
Talk about an incredible loss in assets
considering that the Clippers were originally purchased back in 1981 for a mere
$12.5 million; and now their net worth is
around $575 million according to Forbes
as of January 2014.

What’s Next?
Although the team owner is up in the
air at the moment because of this more recent incident, the L.A. Clippers will travel
to Oracle Center for game six of their
first-round series against the Golden State
Warriors on Thursday May, 1.
What does this mean for we little people who enjoy the thrill of engaging in
professional sporting events? It means we
will need to become more self-aware of
what is going on behind the scenes.
We cannot sit on the sidelines any longer, and we have to become activists like
the NBA players who silently protested
until proper action was issued concerning
the repercussions of Sterling’s actions.
I will continue to pursue my aspirations
to join the professional sports sector with
my career goals; but I will keep my eyes
open, constantly seeking those stories that
need to be “Clipped” and brought into
the public eye highlighting ethics in professional sports.

Have you ever
been in a heated
sports debate about
a certain player’s
worth or skills, and
the other person asks
how many championships that player
has? You are not
alone.
Outside of individual sports like golf, and tennis, how
can you blame or praise a single player
for a win or a loss? The entire point of
a team sport is to cohesively win a game
or event.
Let’s take football for example,
most people credit the Quarterback for
wins or championships. QB’s like Tom
Brady, Peyton Manning, Drew Brees,
and Aaron Rodgers will be the first to
tell you that they didn’t do it by themselves. They don’t play defense or special teams; they can only control what
happens on offense.
You’ll have a tough time trying to
convince me that Trent Dilfer was a better Quarterback than Dan Marino because Dilfer was on the Raven’s Super
Bowl winning team. That same 2000
Raven’s team had arguably one of the
best defenses the NFL had ever seen.
Let’s take a look at Adam Morrison,
who received two championship rings
while he was a member of the LA Lakers. No one would put him in the same
sentence as Dirk Nowitzki, even though
Morrison has one more championship
under his belt. They probably wouldn’t
say that he’s a better player than Charles
Barkley who was never on a championship team, even though he was heralded
as one of the best ever.
Another example I’ve heard is the
comparison of Michael Jordan and
LeBron now. I don’t think King James
is on the level of “His Airness” quite
yet. The main argument is that LeBron
doesn’t have as many NBA titles. After looking closely at his stats, Michael
Smith of ESPN’s Numbers Never Lie
showed that LeBron has achieved more
at his current age than when Michael
was at LeBron’s age.
Using that logic, NBA great, Bill Russell should be considered the all-time
best player. He amassed 11 championships with the Boston Celtics during his
13 year career.
The Hall Of Fame in basketball,
football, and baseball have plenty of
players that don’t have rings. For example Charles Barkley, Reggie Miller, Patrick Ewing, Dominique Wilkins, Elgin
Baylor, John Stockton and Karl Malone
are some of the more popular players.
Some analysts have prodded at the
thought that it should be a requirement
for a player to have won a championship before being elected to the Hall of
Fame.
I don’t believe you should knock
player’s chances at getting into the Hall
of Fame, because the team they played
on wasn’t the best in their respective
sport.
The worth of a player cannot be calculated by jewelry, but by the numbers
they put up. Numbers never lie.
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ORDER’S UP Scott and Kathy Heaverlo have expanded their business beyond late night offerings into a full-scale restaurant. the menu caters exclusively to BBQ style food.

Ellensburg couple opens BBQ shop
BY CoDY BraDForD

Staff Reporter

The succulent scent of smoked meats
wafts from a brick building not much bigger than some dorm rooms. Inside Brisket,
Scott and Kathy Heaverlo tackle the latest
rush for their BBQ food. As Scott slices up
fresh brisket for sandwiches, Kathy scoops
cheesy taters into bowls before readying
for the next order.
Despite the fact that Brisket has only
been open since this January, it is already
popular among not only the Ellensburg locals but the visitors as well. The menu may
be small but the food more than makes up
for it.
The restaurant is open Tuesday
through Saturday from 11 a.m. until 6
p.m. or when they run out of food, whichever comes ﬁrst. On Fridays and Saturdays
it is open from 12:30 a.m. to 2:30 a.m.
Scott and Kathy both grew up in the
Ellensburg area and ran a catering business for ﬁve years, not far from where they
currently reside.
They mostly catered to businesses, but
also ran events out of their building. The
economic downturn caused the catering
business to close down, but now they are
doing catering and more through Brisket.
Scott said the decision for the BBQ
restaurant came from “peer pressure.” He
said he has been smoking meats for roughly eight years, self-taught, which made the
choice much easier.
“Brisket is what everybody wanted, all
the tailgate parties we did and they just
said ‘bring brisket’,” Scott said. “Brisket
is what we’ve been doing and its worked
out quite well. I started out smoking two
briskets and now I’m up to ﬁve.”

Brisket

Where: 416 Main Street
Hours: Tues-Sat 11 a.m.-6 p.m.
Fri-Sat 12:30 a.m-2:30 a.m.

One of the many positive reviews of
Brisket was by Jonathan Perkins who said,
“I love the food, the brisket was nice and
juicy, one of the best briskets I have had in
my life. And this is no lie, I love the damn
food there.”

Contact Scott and Kathy
Heaverlo at (509) 929- 2161
The menu itself only consists of 10
items, including sides. Scott keeps the
menu small due to lack of storage space.
Brisket runs some specials from time to
time. On some Fridays, smoked salmon is
added to the menu, and biscuits and sausage gravy is available during late night.
However, the biscuits may not stay.
“We’ve ﬁgured out that if you put the
sausage gravy on the cheesy taters then
that is what they prefer,” Kathy said.
The entire menu is actually much longer than when Brisket ﬁrst opened. The
original menu only had brisket and pulled
pork, but, according to Scott, the baby
back ribs, hot links and chicken were upgraded from specials to full-time menu
items.
When looking to the future, the Heaverlos said they only expect minor growth as
they add tables to their back patio for summertime seating and look for more exposure.
“We started small and we are probably
gonna remain small,” Scott said.
Scott has two goals. First: “If I can convert one vegetarian back to meat a year, I
am doing my job.” Second: “To be the Bill
Gates of brisket.”

RACHeL CHARLtoN/oBSeRVeR
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Tyrone Wells gets closer than ever
BY meGan sChmitt

Event Info

Staff Reporter

Tyrone Wells, a musician signed with
Universal Records, is currently on tour
giving his fans a “Closer Than Ever” experience.
Wells’ music has been featured on
shows such as “Grey’s Anatomy,” “One
Tree Hill” and “The Vampire Diaries,” as
well as ﬁlms, such as “My Sister’s Keeper,” “The Odd Life of Timothy Green,”
“Something Borrowed” and many more.
Wells is a pop-folk musician who sings He goes on to say that he is a Jesus lover, a
from his heart, and many people can re- proud husband and father.
“It has always been very important to
late to his music. Wells says he’s inspired
by “beauty, hope, struggle, love, and God.” me. Nothing moves me like a great song,
“Sometimes just an inexplicable feeling or an amazing voice,” Wells said. “I think
that’s why I got into
will inspire me,”
music. To inspire,
Wells said. “It’s always changing.”
I began to understand like I have been inWells is a nahow powerful and life chang- spired.”
Wells
began
tive to Washinging a song can be, for the writing music in
ton state; he was
junior high, where
born in Seattle and
writer and listener both.
the creative process
raised in Spokane.
-Tyrone Wells
hooked him. He
He is the son of a
got more serious
preacher and has
Musician
about song writfour older sisters.
ing during college.
Wells has been
around music for his entire life, and grew After he ﬁnished school, he became even
up strictly listening to gospel music.
more serious about his music.
“I began to understand how powerful
In Wells’ biography on his website, he
writes that his dad taught him to yodel. and life changing a song can be, for the
He dreamed of being a pro athlete, even writer and the listener both,” Wells said.
though he knew he never had a chance. Wells moved to Southern California to

Who: Tyrone Wells
Where: SURC Ballroom
When: May 2 @ 7 p.m.
Cost: Free w/ CWU ID, $5 general admission

“

“

tYRoNeWeLLS.CoM

begin school at Hope International University, where he joined the Christian rock
band, Skypark, as the lead singer. In 2002,
he began his solo career in Orange County, Calif.
In a video from his YouTube channel,
Wells talks about how he began singing in
a small coffee shop every Thursday night.
He soon formed a loose partnership with a
few other musicians called True American
Records. In 2006 he signed a recording
contract with Universal Records.
Wells describes his ﬁrst feeling of being
on stage as “sheer terror.” After playing
countless shows he feels much more “comfortable and encouraged.” He now has a
national fan base and wants his fans to en-

joy this journey with him.
“It is gratifying to hop up in front of
people and share the art [and] music that
you have made,” Wells said.
In early 2012, Wells released his ﬁrst
album, “Where We Meet,” which reached
the top 10 on the iTunes charts.
Later in the year, he released his most
recent album, “This Love” which had
reached #2 on the iTunes Singer/Songwriter album chart.
His “Closer Than Ever” tour, which
began on March 29 and continues until
May 12, travels the states. Wells explains
in his YouTube channel that he wants to
re-create where his music all began, and
this tour is about “a voice and a guitar.”

APPLY NOW for up to

$20,000

in scholarship

funds!

Application deadline is May 15 for full consideration.

The CWU SOLVER Scholars Program provides scholarships of up
to $10,000 per year for a period of up to two years, plus financial,
academic, social, and professional support for underrepresented
minority, financially disadvantaged students who are pursuing
degrees in science, technology, engineering, or mathematics (STEM).
For more information,
or to apply, please visit:

www.cwu.edu/solver
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CWU is an AA/EEO/Title IX Institution. For accommodation e-mail: DS@cwu.edu
13840214B

www.PregnancyHelpEllensburg.org

LEARN
MORE:
CAT Media is Central’s student-produced video and TV programming. CAT tv specialists
do it all, from producing the Ellensburg Live variety show to filming and editing weddings,
concerts, meetings, commercials and public service announcements. Since Spring
Quarter of 2013, CAT Media has been providing for all of CWU’s video production needs.
To get involved, talk to Professor Jon Ward about COM 452.
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Stand up for your rights
Campus groups and Ellensburg community come
together to celebrate the First Amendment

BY Houston Carr

Staff Reporter

Voting season is finally here and
Central’s annual First Amendment
Festival and College Civics Week is
right around the corner. This fourday event will be taking place May
5-8 in the SURC.
The communication department, Center for Leadership and
Community Engagement (CLCE)
and Central Washington University Board of Directors (BOD) are
all working together for this event.
The goal of the festival is to inform Central students about the
upcoming elections and educate
them about the First Amendment.
The “Showcase of Action”
will be the first event of the week.
Washington Congressmen Dave
Reichert and County Auditor
Jerry Pettit will both speak at the
event to educate students about
their voting rights and will present
all of the work that the CLCE has
done all year.
“We are really excited that the
congressman accepted our invitation to talk to the students about
the importance of voting,” Rachel
Mahnke, CLCE program leader,
said. “To really get the students
prepared for voting and to really
get them involved in the process.”
Pettit has been working very
closely with the BOD and CLCE
all year long. Their work has been
successful because, according to
Cassie DuBore, BOD vice president for legislative affairs, Central
is one of the first universities nationwide to have a voters ballot
box. Central has also been given
the chance to do a test run using

iPads for electronic voting.
The Washington Student Association will also be there to get
students registered to vote.
“We are very lucky to have him
to work with,” DuBore said. “I
would say that we probably have
one of the best relationships with
our county auditor than any other
university in the state.”
“Your Government, Your Records, Your Meetings” will be held
as an open forum event led
by the Washington Coalition for Open
Government.
The goal of
the event is
to inform the
public about
their rights under the Washington open
g ov e r n m e n t
laws.
There
will be presentations from
each person
on the panel,
which will be
followed
by
an open quest i o n / a n s we r
session.
“It’s
very
important for
students to be
involved and informed citizens. It’s
an important learning experience
for students,” Patience Rogge,
Washington Coalition for Open
Government board member, said.
On Wednesday, Mary Beth
Tinker will be joining the festival

Event Schedule

Showcase of Action
Monday @ Noon
Your Government, Your
Records, Your Meetings
Tuesday @ 5:30 p.m.
Guest Speaker: Mary
Beth Tinker
Wednesday @ 5:30 p.m.
Food For Thought
Thursday @ 11:30 a.m.

Got Wine?

CWU Global Wine Studies Program

Call (509) 963-2744
CWU is an AA/EEO/Title IX Institution.
For accomodation e-mail cds@cwu.edu
PA10520913

to talk about her experience with
First Amendment rights in the education system. In her case, “Tinker vs. Des Moines,” Tinker was
expelled from her junior high for
wearing a black armband in protest of the Vietnam War. Tinker
wants to share what she had to go
through during her case and help
her students know that they have
the power to speak up for their
rights.
“I’m
really
excited
for Mary Beth
Tinker
to
come. I think
it will be the
highlight of
the
event,”
Lexi
Perry,
festival intern,
said. “It’s going to be neat
to hear her
talk and get to
pick her brain
about stuff.”
The “Food
for Thought”
event
will
be held on
Thursday, and
is designed to
show students
the experience
of not having
First Amendment rights.
Students will be able to have a
‘free’ lunch but only if they decide
to trade in those rights for the duration of their meal. There will be
enforcers walking through making sure no one is doing anything
that is protected by their rights,

- or -

Google us: gws@cwu

and protestors will come through
where the students will be eating.
The idea is that by the end of
the meal they will understand
what simple tasks they do daily
that are allowed because of their
First Amendment rights, like social
networking on their phone. Organizers will encourage students to
vote in the BOD elections after the
event
During all four days there will
be a “Free Speech Wall” and a
“Make Your Own Protest Sign”
activity activity to give students
the opportunity to let the whole
campus know how they feel about
current issues. The Free Speech
Wall gives the students the chance
to write anything they want for the
campus to see.
“It’s almost like a graffiti wall,”
Perry said. “You see kind of a rainbow of things, whether it’s song
quotes, opinions on things, drawings, peoples names [or] what
they are thinking about at the moment.”
The “Make Your Own Protest
Sign” activity will allow students to
make a sign about any issue they
have feelings about either on or off
campus, and walk around with it.
Market Place of Ideas is another
part of this event that will be going
on all four days. It is a place where
any club or organization will be
able to set up a table and get their
name out there. All they have to do
is sign up. According to Perry, it is
a great opportunity for any club to
voice what they stand for and why
they want students to join.
For more information, contact
Lexi Perry at perryal@cwu.edu

SCENE
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CWU hosts state music contest

sic program in the state, so we have the
facility and the number of students to pull
this off,” Lane said. “I doubt any of the
High school students from all over other universities can do this just because
Washington came to Central last week- of the sheer size of it.”
end to compete in the Washington Music
Lane said the event is a great recruiting
Educators Association State Solo and En- opportunity for Central, even though the
semble Contest.
department does not actively recruit durAbout 2,000 high school students, all ing the weekend.
clad in formal attire, crowded around the
“We get the very best students on camdesignated performance spaces, listening pus every year, and they get to be in our
in to their compebuilding which is
tition while trying
our main draw,”
to contain their
We’re the largest un- Lane said.
nerves. Some enSam Ormson,
dergraduate music program Central
sembles took their
alumni
instruments outside
in the state, so we have the and music teacher
to get last-minute
Mountain View
facility and the number of at
practice in before
High School in
students to pull this off ... I Vancouver, said
their
scheduled
10 minute perfordoubt any of the other uni- having the compemance time.
tition at a univerversities can do this.
These students
sity also beneﬁts the
competed in a vastudents.
-Mark Lane
riety of musical cat“Exposing [stuAssociate Director of Bands
egories that ranged
dents] to post-high
from string quartets
school opportunito chamber choirs.
ties to make them
The competitors were divided by group ‘real,’” Ormson said, gives them “just a
size (for ensembles), instrument family for little bit of the day in the life of what it’s
bands and gender for choirs (vocal range like to be in college.”
for soloists).
For Brie McGie, junior music major,
The event is not a new occurrence for coming to the competition while she was
the university. According to Mark Lane, in high school helped her decide to come
associate director of bands, Central has to Central.
hosted the event for over 20 years.
McGie said she was terriﬁed when she
“We’re the largest undergraduate mu- came to compete. She remembered runBY aDaM WILson

Scene Editor

“

“

COURTNEY LEWIS/OBSERVER

A CAPPELLA Each contest category had about 20 entries each, spread across all
regions in Washington State.

ning around in a panic because she wasn’t
sure what table to check in at, but the student volunteers made the process easier
for her.
“Everybody was just so nice about it,”
McGie said.
McGie volunteered to help with the
competition her freshman and sophomore
year, and enjoys being around the atmosphere even when it is not required.
“People in high school are really
good [at music],” McGie said. “They just
haven’t had the time to explore yet.”

Over 100 Central students volunteered at the event. According to Central
Alumni and Student Coordinator Sarah
Martinson, these students put in over 400
volunteer hours.
Many of the volunteers are music education majors, and, according to Martinson, participating in the competition gives
them experience that will help them in
their future careers.
“This whole event we’re working with
so many students, so many parents [and]
so many teachers,” Martinson said.

SCENE
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Movie Review: The Railway Man
BY CoLLIn DYsart

Assistant Scene Editor

World War II,
the deﬁning event
of the 20th century, has inspired
countless ﬁlms.
“The
Railway
Man” sets itself
apart from its
contemporaries
by plunging into
what comes after
the war ends, and
the indelible impression it makes upon
those who have lived through and survived it. Inspired by the true story of Eric
Lomax a British soldier taken prisoner by
the Japanese and forced to help construct
the infamous Burma Railway also known
as the “Death Railway.”
The ﬁlm’s story starts in 1980. Lomax
(Colin Firth) is an eccentric middle aged
bachelor with a vast knowledge of railroads. In the midst of his routine commute he encounters mysterious and attractive Patti (Nicole Kidman). Patti’s
warmth and genuine interest in her travel
companion coaxes Eric out of his shell
and reveals an inner warmth. The ﬁlm’s
ﬁrst 20 minutes are devoted to a gentle
romance of two adrift souls, who are ﬁlling a void for too long left empty.
But there is much more to Eric than
Patti can comprehend. Their fairy tale

coupling abruptly halts when Lomax
becomes plagued with night terrors and
unpredictable shifts in behavior. He is suffering from what would later be termed,
Post Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD).
Patti, determined to uncover the root of
her husband’s suffering, seeks out his former war comrade, Finley (Stellan Skarsgard) for answers.
The ﬁlm shifts back and forth between
1980 and 1942. It depicts young Eric
(Jeremy Irvine) as he and his comrades
are forced to surrender to the Japanese
and into a labor camp. The POW’s are
subject to torture, starvation, and disease
as they construct the 258 mile railway,
stretching from Thailand to Burma.
Lomax, through Finley, discovers his
torturer is still alive and sets off to Thailand to get revenge. When he ﬁnally
faces him, Lomax is forced to make a life
changing decision between vengeance
and redemption.
“The Railway Man’s” strongest component is its accomplished cast. Eric
Lomax is perfectly aligned with Colin
Firth’s greatest strengths as an actor. He
is rough around the edges, but his inner
strength and dignity shine through consistently. Jeremy Irvine is perfectly cast
as the young Lomax; he fully embodies
the mannerisms and speech patterns to
the letter. Nicole Kidman seems to ﬁnally
have embraced her age and it suits her
well. She never wastes her small screen
time by reducing her performance to the

Music
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stereotypical hysterical wife. Firth and
Kidman share excellent chemistry, and
good thing, as they have two more ﬁlms
coming out this year together.
However, the ﬁlm’s earnest intentions
do not always give this powerful story its
due. The ﬁlm often clumsily transitions
between Eric and Patti’s romance and
Eric’s experiences as a POW. One may
wonder if Lomax’s story would have been
better suited to a television miniseries,
where each component could be ﬂeshed
out fully. The most disappointing aspect
is Lomax’s showdown with his torturer

Takashi Nagase (Hiroyuki Sanada). The
scene is riddled with clichéd dialogue and
lacks dramatic tension, merely coasting
on good intentions.
The ﬁlm’s saving grace is strong acting
and an undeniably powerful true story.
Perhaps in the hands of more adept ﬁlmmakers this story could have stood toe to
toe with masterfully adapted “12 Years
a Slave”? Sometimes all the ingredients
are there, and for various reasons do not
make the intended impression. At any
rate, the ﬁlm is still worth a look as a tribute to its admirable main character.

SCENE
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CHAVEZ’S BIRTHDAY Students commemorated the social contribution of civil rights activist Cesar Chavez. Chavez’s work is an important reminder of America’s diversity.

Central celebrates Chavez’s birthday
unions and ﬁghting for the rights of farm
workers. As cofounder of the National
Farm Workers Association, Chavez’s perThe Center for Leadership and Com- sonal struggle went nation wide.
munity Engagement (CLCE) put together
On April 23 in Black Hall, there was
a three-day event last week celebrating and a showing of the ﬁlm “Chavez’s Last
remembering the life of Cesar Chavez.
Fast.” The ﬁlm focused on his 36 day
The CLCE and the Center for Diver- fast to protest against working conditions
sity and Social Justice (CDSJ), decided to
for farm workers.
host the event durThey showed this
ing spring quarter,
to honor Chavez’s
I want to be able to help sacriﬁce for the mias Chavez’s birthday was during
farmers, or children of farm- grant farming comspring break.
ers, pursue their education munity.
“Its time to
On April 24 in
and careers.
dance and have
the Music Building,
fun so lets enjoy
Central
Alumni
-Manuel Rodriguez
the party,” Jamese
Jose Iniguez perDirector of CLCE
Johnson, CDSJ offormed a combinaﬁce assistant, said.
tion of opera and
Central freshmariachi
music.
man Matthew Anderson attended the Iniguez has pursued a career as an opera
birthday celebration. He thought it was singer and brings his pianist with him all
nice for people in the community to re- over the world.
member the historical ﬁgure, and also enJoseph Bauman, CLCE intern, was
joy some food.
involved in this event because he has an
Manuel Rodriguez, CLCE director, agricultural background. He said Iniguez
helped put on the event. Coming from a gave a fantastic performance and he felt it
migrant farming background, he feels his was an honor to be there.
family has a personal connection to this
“It’s very easy to become complaevent. Additionally, Ellensburg is a major cent in today’s day and age; it is truly the
agriculture and farming community.
brave who stand up and make their voices
Growing up, Rodriguez’s parents want- heard,” Beamare said.
ed him to ﬁnish school and get a better
The CLCE hopes to make the threecareer for himself – a luxury his parents day Cesar Chavez remembrance an andid not have.
nual event. Rodriguez and his staff want
“I want to be able to help farmers, or people from the community to be aware
children of farmers, pursue their educa- of the sacriﬁces and labor movements Cetion and careers [that] would help their sar Chavez started to help the migrant and
own farm working families,” Rodriguez agricultural communities.
said.
“I think it is really important to probCesar Chavez was born in Yuma, Ari- ably attend some of the events to get fazona in 1927 and was a farm worker. He miliar to what can be done today or what
became a civil rights activist by forming is happening now,” Rodriguez said.
BY annIKa LYnCH

Staff Reporter

“

“

BEAU LOWRY/OBSERVER

ALUMNI PERFORMS The event highlighted how different cultural pieces can
come together to create something new and vibrant.

tap that App!
The CWU Golf Club uses the CWU Student Media App,
and wants you to be a part of it! To join or sponsor the golf
club email the president at dr.peterson21@yahoo.com

Download the new CWU Student Media app today! Built by students, for
students. Now available on both Android and Apple operating systems. Enjoy
exclusive local oﬀers and coupons, drink specials, news, lifestyle articles, a
housing guide, on/oﬀ-campus job board and much more!
Want FREE advertising for your club or sports club? Be the next club featured in the Tap That App ad series.
Call 509-963-1095 for more information
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SPORTS
Editor//Jaryd Cline

RODEO CLUB

ALYSSA DARBY/OBSERVER

CALF-ROPING A Walla Walla Community College competitor ropes a calf in the Saturday night performance. Central did not have one cowboy in the tie-down roping event.

Central hosts annual memorial rodeo
BY JEssIE FIsHEr

Copy Editor

Ellensburg has always been known as a
rodeo town and the members of Central’s
Rodeo Club are doing their part to keep
the iconic culture of Ellensburg alive.
Last weekend, the Rodeo Club held its
annual Todd D. Anderson Memorial Rodeo at the Ellensburg Rodeo Arena.
The event attracted college rodeo
teams from Washington, Oregon and Idaho. Competitive events included breakaway roping, tie-down roping, saddlebronc riding, bareback riding, bull riding,
steer wrestling, barrel racing, team roping
and goat tying.
A part of the Northwest Region of the
National Intercollegiate Rodeo Association (NIRA), Central’s Rodeo Club strives
to bring people together through a mutual love of rodeo. This goal was fulﬁlled
last weekend as competitors, students and
community members came together in
support of college rodeo and its human
and animal athletes.
“Production of the rodeo went very
well,” said Connor Ackley, senior construction management major and Rodeo
Club vice president. “My weekend didn’t
go great but that’s how she goes.”
While the weekend was unsuccessful
for Central’s competing members, the rodeo was well organized, ran smoothly and
had a great show of talent by both human
and animal competitors alike.
“One of the ladies up in the ofﬁce
thanked us for how nice it went,” Ackley
said. “She said it was the best slack she’d
been to all year.”
Central had members competing in
breakaway roping, barrel racing, team
roping, and goat tying with only one member, Emily Robertson, making it to event
ﬁnals for barrel racing. Robertson placed
ninth in the ﬁnals with a time of 18.56
seconds and seventh in the overall average

out of 50 barrel-racing competitors.
“My horse, Judge, did wonderful this
weekend,” Robertson said. “He did everything I asked him to and we placed better
than we ever have at this rodeo.”
This year’s club is small, consisting of
about 10 competing members. This has
allowed each member to gain experience
toward perfecting their event skills.
“Everyone has improved miles,” said
Megan Truax, senior business major and
Rodeo Club president. “It’s nice having
Gerry as our coach and we’ve been getting
to practice a lot more and try new things.”
Truax, who competed in breakaway
roping, placed sixth on Friday with a time
of 5.7 seconds during the evening performance. Truax has been a member of the
Rodeo Club for four years and hopes to
continue to help the team after her ﬁnal
year of eligibility ends.
New to the club this year is coach Gerry Bremner. Originally from Republic,
Wash., Bremner has lived in Ellensburg
for 15 years and is excited to be ﬁlling the
shoes of previous coach Mary Minor.
Though this is Bremner’s ﬁrst year
coaching, he has helped the Rodeo Club
with its events for about four years and
provided steers for the team to practice
on. Bremner is optimistic about the Rodeo
Club’s future involvement with the NIRA.
“This year has been good,” Bremner
said. “There have been some struggles. As
far as competing and stuff, everyone has
improved a bunch and stepped up to help
out.”
At the end of this season, the Rodeo
Club will say goodbye to many of its competing members.
“I think we lose all but three,” Bremner
said. “We have some other girls hopefully
transferring in.”
When it comes to ﬁnding new members, Bremner prefers transfer students
and has even encouraged a competitor
from another school to think about com-

ing to Central.
“Honestly for me, I like the transthey’re
fer
students
because
the ones that are serious
about
school,” Bremner said.
“Hopefully next year we’ll
be able to pick it up a bit.”
The Rodeo Club holds
practice twice a week
at Bremner’s ranch
during fall and spring
and practices at
Bloom Pavilion
at the Kittitas County
Event Cent e r
duri n g
the winter.
“ W e
may do more
depending on
how many people
we have, but money is
also an issue; it’s pretty
spendy,” Bremner said.
Bremner notes that it probably costs
about $10,000 to put the rodeo on. While
the National Rodeo Association helps
with some of the cost by paying for Friday’s event, the club must ﬁnd a variety
of sponsors to help cover the rest of the
weekend.
Collegiate Sports Clubs and Campus
Coordinator Corey Sinclair has been a big
help to Bremner this year.
“He’s helped with getting the recruit
kids to come in and has helped to point
me in the right direction as far as how to
navigate the school,” Bremner said.
The Rodeo Club also gets assistance
from Sinclair when it comes to ﬁnding
sponsors for its annual rodeo.
Bremner also competes locally as a
team roper and plans to continue as the

Rodeo Club coach next year. His goal as
coach is to help the team improve its rodeo skills in hopes of making it to the College National Finals Rodeo.
Rodeo is a sport that has something for everyone to enjoy.
“I love rodeo because of the
family we competitors have become and the fact that we can
be there for each other whether
we need to be lifted up or to be
cheered on,” Robertson said.
“There is no sport like rodeo.”

RODEO CLUB
The Rodeo Club meets every
other Wednesday at 7 p.m. in
Black Hall room 201
Visit: cwu.edu/sport-clubs/
rodeo for more info or email
cwu-rodeoclub@hotmail.com
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Golf Club represents at Nationals
BY CHanDLEr st. LouIs

Staff Reporter

The Central Washington University
Golf Club had two golfers compete at the
Spring 2014 National Championship in
Sussex County, N.J. last weekend.
Juniors Austin Key and Brad Donahue
represented the Wildcats at the prestigious
Crystal Springs Golf Club.
The championship was a two-day
tournament in which the participants
played two different courses, Wild Turkey
and Ballyowen. The ﬁeld consisted of 27
teams and 223 players from all over the
country.
Donahue opened up the tournament
ﬁring a 73 in the ﬁrst round, which left
him in a tie for 18th after day one. He
played the Wild Turkey course ﬁrst, which
is known as the tougher of the two golf
courses.
Donahue shot a +1 on the front nine
for a 37 and +1 on the back for a 36. He
had two birdies on the round, giving him
a good start to the tournament.
On the second day, conditions were
much worse, with the temperature dropping below 50 degrees and high winds.
Donahue shot a 78 on the Ballyowen
course, which pushed him up the leader
board, earning him a tie for seventh place.
“The conditions were much worse today but I continued to hit the ball well and
ﬁnished strong on the back nine,” Donahue said.

PHOTO COURTESY OF CWU GOLF CLUB

TEE-OFF The Central Washington Golf Club poses for a picture before teeing off at a tournament earlier in the season.

After a rough start on the front nine
shooting a 41, he turned it around on the
back nine shooting a 37. The junior continued to remain focused and did not let
the bad weather get to him.
Key started his tournament on the Ballyowen course shooting an 81. Key turned
around his play and shot an impressive 75
on day two. Where scores were signiﬁcantly higher on day two, Key remained calm
and signiﬁcantly moved up the leader
board for a tie in 38th place.
“After my score on the ﬁrst day, all the
pressure was off for my second round

which allowed me to play well,” Key said.
Both Donahue and Key were late additions to the golf club but quickly made
an impact.
During Keys’ ﬁrst tournament with the
team, he ﬁred the second lowest score in
the ﬁeld. Donahue’s biggest contribution
to the team is his consistency. Donahue
continues to post scores in the 70s to lead
the Wildcats.
The golf club recently joined the National Collegiate Club Golf Association
(NCCGA) which made the team and players eligible for the Spring 2014 National

Championship.
The team competed in two regional
tournaments this year against Eastern
Washington University and the University
of Idaho.
The Wildcats won the ﬁrst tournament
of the year while Idaho ﬁnished second.
With a National Championship appearance on the line, Idaho beat Central in
the second tournament and won the tie
breaker, earning a spot at nationals.
Although the Wildcats didn’t qualify
as a team, two Wildcat players were still
invited.

think
summer
Take EWU with you this summer | ewu.edu/summer
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One series remains before tournament
BY DILLON PETERSON

Staff Reporter

The Central Washington University
baseball team (28-15 overall, 17-11 Great
Northwest Athletic Conference) plays
Saint Martin’s University (15-28, 11-17) in
a two-game doubleheader May 3-4.
Central is coming off a four-game series
against Montana State University-Billings
where they won three out of four games,
outscoring the Yellowjackets 44-24.
Last time Central faced off against
Saint Martin’s was in late March. The
Wildcats took three out of four games in
the series, outscoring the Saint’s 19-14.
“Our main focus is to keep the same
thing going as we’ve been doing over the
last two weeks,” senior pitcher Skye Adams said. “We have been swinging the
bat really well, our pitching staff has been
keeping us there with each game.”
Central currently sits in second place in
the conference and has a playoff berth secured. On the other hand, Saint Martin’s
is one and a half games behind Northwest
Nazarene University for third place in the
conference.
“The game plan is to take it one game
at a time,” senior outfielder Ethan Sterkel
said. “Saint Martins is a good team. They
took two from Western Oregon this weekend so [we need to] take it one game at a
time and come out with as many W’s as

we can.”
Saint Martin’s has an infield made of
turf, which makes the play of the field a
little faster with more consistent grounders for the infielders, unlike Central’s all
grass field. However, central is not completely inexperienced on Saint Martin’s
field. They competed there last year in the
GNAC tournament.
“I would rather play at home because
it’s my last year,” Sterkel said. “It’s a familiar place, it’s were the tournament
was held last year and I feel comfortable
there.”
Central will finish second in the conference regardless of this weekends scores,
and are looking forward to this last series. The Wildcats are also looking to
play more consistently to prepare for the
GNAC tournament.
With Saint Martin’s sitting just outside
of the third and final tourney spot, it is a
serious four-game series for them.
“We finish in second regardless so we
know we’re the second [seed] whether we
get four or not,” head coach Desi Storey
said. “If we get four, great, but we want
to get tuned up for the league championship series and hopefully keep the hitting
going.”
After this week’s four-game series, Central’s baseball will be going into the league
playoffs; either playing Saint Martin’s or
Northwestern Nazarene University.

NICK TERREL/observer

CONTACT Senior first baseman Josh Potter connects with a ball in a late-season
game against Holy Names.

WE ARE OPEN FOR LUNCH
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TRACK AND FIELD

Central hosts
GNAC Multi-Event
Championships

Junior Tayler Fettig along with freshmen
Justin Peterson and Brandon Roddewig each
competed in the GNAC Multi-Event Championships this week at Tomlinson Stadium

BY CHACE DAV Y

Staff Reporter

The Great Northwest Athletic Conference Multi-Event Championships were
held on Monday and Tuesday at Tomlinson Stadium on Central Washington University’s campus.
The men competed in a decathlon, or
10 events, starting with a 100-meter dash,
and ending with the 1500-meter run, with
ﬁeld events such as shotput and pole vault
in between.
On the men’s side, Alaska Anchorage’s
Cody Thomas took ﬁrst overall, and won
ﬁve events. Central freshmen Brandon
Roddewig and Justin Peterson placed in
sixth and seventh, respectively.

Roddewig placed ﬁrst in pole vault with
a winning jump height of 4.44 meters (14’
6.75”), while Peterson won the high jump
with a 1.97 meter jump (6’ 5.5”). Roddewig placed second in high jump.
Another Alaska Anchorage competitor,
Karolin Anders, won the women’s heptathlon, followed closely by Central junior
Tayler Fettig.
Anders ﬁnished with 4,997 total points
in the heptathlon while Fettig ﬁnished just
behind her with 4,604 points.
Fettig placed ﬁrst in the high jump with
a jump of 1.73 meters (5’8”).
The Wildcats next travel to Saint Martin’s University this weekend before the
GNAC Outdoor Championships.

STUDENT SPECIAL!
Spring Quarter
$115
No joining fee!
Call
or
visit
us
today!
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Ellensburg, WA 98926

Spring into fitness and get
one free personal training consultation
and half hour session to get you started!

CWU’s Student-Run Online Interactive Lifestyle Magazine
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SKY HIGH Junior Tayler Fettig clears the pole in a high jump competition. She
jumped 5-foot-8-inches high on Monday.

Women’s Heptathlon

Men’s Decathlon

1. Karolin Anders-UAA

4,997 points

1. Cody Thomas-UAA

6,617 points

2. Tayler Fettig- CWU

4,604 points

2. Greyson Kilgore-NNU

6,506 points

3. Maddie Hommes-SPU 4,391 points

3. David Durden-SMU

6,036 points

4. Irene Moore-SMU

4,347 points

6. Brandon Roddewig-CWU 5,984 points

5. Rosie Smith-UAA

4,344 points

7. Justin Peterson-CWU

5,973 points
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SOFTBALL

Wildcats set for postseason tournament
BY JARYD CLINE

Sports Editor

After one of their best starts in school
history, the Wildcat softball team ﬁnished
about as hot as they began, winning eight
of their last 10 games and ﬁnishing as the
third seed in the Great Northwest Athletic
Conference tournament.
The Wildcats ﬁnished their season going 27-16 and 16-8 in GNAC play, improving their record from last year. Now,
with the regular season behind them, the
Wildcats look to the GNAC tournament
in hopes of keeping their NCAA Regional
Tournament hopes alive.
Central will be the ﬁrst team to take the
ﬁeld in the tournament, playing today at
4:30 against No. 2 seed and conference rival Western Washington University.
Western jumped the Wildcats in the
conference standings during the last weekend of the regular season, ﬁnishing one
game ahead of Central in the GNAC
standings. Conference champion and No.
1 seed for the tournament Western Oregon University, will play the No. 4 seed
Saint Martin’s University after the Central
and Western game.
Since the tournament is double elimination, it will take two losses to eliminate a
team from the tournament. The losers of
their ﬁrst games will be placed in a losers
bracket while the winning teams remain in
the original winners bracket.
The Wildcats head into the tournament red-hot, having won eight of their
last 10 games. The Vikings also come into
the ﬁrst round tournament game having
also won eight out of 10 games.
Central and Western had some great
games during the regular season, each
winning two games on its home ﬁeld.
Central has a great chance of winning

anytime senior pitcher Maria Gau is in the
circle. Gau ﬁnished the season with a 16-6
record, a conference leading 124 strikeouts and a 2.27 earned run average, good
enough for third in the conference.
Gau earned the GNAC’s top pitching
honor as she was named the 2014 Picher
of the Year as well as being named to the
All-GNAC ﬁrst team. Gau led the conference in strikeouts for the second consecutive year and holds the school record with
62 complete games.
Gau wasn’t the only Wildcat to make
the ﬁrst team All-GNAC; senior second
baseman Jill McDaniels joined her as the
only two Wildcats to make the ﬁrst team.
McDaniels ﬁnished toward the top of
the Player of the Year voting, ﬁnishing ﬁrst
in the conference with nine homeruns and
leading the Wildcats with 36 RBIs and ﬁnishing with a .341 batting average.
Three more Wildcats were named to
the All-GNAC second team. Sophomore
catcher Austin Wilkerson, sophomore
third baseman Andrea Hamada and
freshman outﬁelder Sammy Morris each
earned the honors.
Head coach Mallory Holtman recently
earned win number 100 in her four-year
Wildcat head coaching career. Although
she has been coaching for just four seasons, this will be Holtman’s third total trip
to the GNAC tournament.
Western Washington will not be an
easy opponent for the Wildcats, aside from
splitting four regular season games, the
Vikings Alexie Levin was named GNAC
Player of the Year, leading the conference
with a .433 batting average and 10 home
runs.
The Vikings also had another player
earn conference honors, Junior Autumn
Isaacson who was named the GNAC
Newcomer of the Year, ﬁnishing with a
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THROWIN’ HEAT Fresh off of being announced as the GNAC pitcher of the year,
Senior Maria Gau leads the Lady Wildcats into the GNAC conference tournament.

.395 batting average.
With the way the Wildcats started the
season (winning six games in a row) and
ﬁnished the season (winning eight out of
10) it would be a disapointment if the
Wildcats were unable to win the GNAC
tournament and secure a bid in the NCAA
West Regional Tournament.

JOIN THE CONVERSATION WITH
A TWEET AND THE HASHTAG
#CWUSOFTBALL

2014 Great Northwest Athletic Conference Tournament
Columbia Playﬁeld
Richland, WA

Game #2
May 1
7 p.m.

Game #1
May 1
4:30 p.m.

#1 WOU
30-20 Overall 18-6 GNAC

#2 WWU
30-12 Overall 17-7 GNAC

26-20 Overall 15-9 GNAC

Winner game #2

Winner game #1

27-16 Overall 16-8 GNAC

May 3
12 p.m.
#4 SMU

#3 CWU

*The 2014 GNAC Tournament is a double elimination tournament. The losers of games one and two play each other in an elimination game.
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